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The ever stylish and gorgeous Bonnie Gokson, the creative force
behind SEV VA, shares fond memories of the holiday season and offers
her best tips for ringing in the festive spirit.
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onnie Gokson, the style maven behind
B Hong Kong's most dramatic restaurant,

SEVVA, is devoted to perfection, and it
shows. From the perfectly muted shade of sand of
SEVVA's sofas to the creation of luscious, bijoux
cakes - enough to make a modern day Marie Antoinette
swoon - Gokson's modus operandi has always been
about pitch-perfect presentation. Not surprisingly, her
career background in fashion and lifestyle only served
as a platform for her pursuit of perfection.

So a conversation with Ms Gokson regarding her
thoughts on how to enjoy the most divine holiday of the
year, Christmas, is enlightening in muldple ways. For
Ms Gokson, Christmas has always been an important
holiday for her family. "A big tradition at home would
be making Christmas pudding way ahead for the many
guests and relatives who would be coming home for
the season of celebration,” she says. The huge, fresh
pine Christmas tree in our front foyer would be all
decorated, with lots of presents surrounding it. The
whole household of maids would be tussing in the
kitchens for the many dinner parties we used to have.
We would go for midnight mass all dressed up... then
open up presents! It's a lovely memory.”

A self-confessed tradition lover, Christmas today
means ' loved ones and good friends gathering around
for a homecooked festive meal, chitcharting by cosy
fireplaces with burning logs, sipping eggnog and
Armagnac with lovely Christmas music adding to the
warmth of the night.” Among her most memorable
Christmas meals were enjoying lobster salad and
Champagne on the beach and roasting marshmallows
and chestnuts in logwood fireplaces.

Of course, since the opening of SEVVA more
than two years ago, the lush Hong Kong skyline
viewed from the restaurant's incredible terrace is, for
many, the most stylish place to celebrate the holidays.
Thinking fondly about her hrst Christmas at
SEVVA, Ms Gokson lights up. "Christmas at SEVVA
is beautiful with cyber-optic trees glowing in our
sweeping panoramic terrace at night and there is greac

festive music to set the mood. We have traditional

eggnogs and great hot cockrails, wonderful high
teas with housemade brandy snaps fmd cream...
and Christmas a cappella carolling! It's very warm,
traditional with a twist and simply beaudful.” For
the New Year, things liven up several notches. "It's
so much fun at SEVVA as it is intimate and cosy,
with great entertainment, beautiful people, great
food, lots to drink and a view of the countdown
fireworks!" For those who want to give away a littde
SEVVA spirit, Ms Gokson suggests picking up one
of their luxurious hampers, with a gold and silver-
themed mixture of items for the home and unusual
collectibles. "I am into the abundance mood this year
for presents. Abundance for good positive energy and
luck to befall us, abundance in gifts,” she muses.

Possessing beauty, success and friends, Ms
Gokson has it all, so it's no surprise that her
Christmas wish list goes beyond materialistic desires.
"My Christmas wish list? To be strong and positive in
mind and body. Smooth sailing throughout the year
with my business, home and personal growth.”

Sounds like a plan to us.
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